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I  no ted  w i " th  i n te res t  you r  med ia  p lea  -bo  0 r l eans  Par i sh  res iden ts  to
' ,spea.k up"  and suppor t  the Lake Pontchar t ra in  and Vic in i ty  Hurr icane
Prb tec t i on  P ro jec t ,  o r  e l se  l ose  i t '  Co lone l l  t hey  hnv€  spoken !  i n
the only  vra.y  they real ly  can,  a t  the pol l 's ,  They spoke three t imes t
anc l  wh i l e  t he  l oca l  f und ing  fo r  t he  p ro jec t  was  de fea ted  th ree  t imes '
two  o f  t h .e  th ree  t imes ,  i t  vas  de fea . ted  by  the  res iden ts  o f  Or leans
Par i sh ,  resound ing l y !  Fu r the r ,  VOU made  i t  q )pea r  tha t  t hose  who  a re
opposed  ( tne  ma . jo r i t y )  a re  aga . i ns t  t he  en t i re  p ro iec t .  I t  shou ld  be
miOe per fect ly  c lea. r  that  when such stategnents are made b.y  a goverR-
men ta j -  agency  as  a1 le$ed ly  p res teg ious  ad " ' t he ' co rps ,  t ha t ' t he
oppos i t i on  i s  on l y  t o  t he  t sa r r i e r  Phases  o f  t he  p ro i ec t ,  md  no t  t he
p ro jec t  i n  i t s0  en t i r e t y .  Fu r t he r ,  i t  shou ld  no t  be  s ta ted  t ha t
on l y  ce r ta . i n  spec ia . l  i n te res ts  i n  S t ,  Tammany  Fa r i sh ,  &d  env i ron -
men ta . l i s t s  a re  opposed ,  when  in  fac t ,  90% o f  a .11  the  peop les  o f  t he
Par i shes  Nor th  o f  Lake  Pon tcha r t ra in  and  Lake  Ma .u repa -s r  some 300r000
peop le ,  a re  opposed  to  the  Ba" r r i e rs .

Fu r the r ,  i t  shou ld  be  s ta tec i  t ha t  t he  l v i un i c ipa l  Assoc ia . t i ons ,  as
we l l  aS  Par i sh  Governmen ts  a re  opposed ,  and  have  o r  w i l 1 ,  i n  f ac t ,
f i l e  su i t .  An  a t tempt  to  m in im ize  the  oppos i t i on  shou ld  no t  be  a
pa r t  o f  co rps  t acb i cs .

P res iden t  Ca . r te r  i s  t o  be  commended  fo r  h i s  dec i s ion  to  have  a  number
o f  ques t i onab le  co rps  p ro jec ts  suspended  un t i l  f u r the r  rev iew  o f
t he i r  f eas ib i l i t y .

Tho  Cnrns  con t i nues  to  be  used  as  a  po l i t i ca l  pawn  to  p lease  the  appe t i t ev v !  P U

of  unscrupulous busi .nessmen,  and seme pol i t ic ians,  for  economic mot i -
va t i ons  w i th  comp le te  d i s rega rd
quences  o f  m isgu ic led  ac t i ons .

to  those  who . rn igh t

E n c . +

CC.  Honora .b le  James  E ,  Ca , r te r ,  P res iden t

*'^#:*fu
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I,IT.IDE B l.larch i.977

llonorable Edr.rard C. Scogln
Loul-slana llouse of }lepreeentatives
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Dear I '1r.  Scogln:

Thank you very mtrctr for lvour recent letEer relatlnp, to ntedia reports

on my presentation at lire anrtual meeting of the ,Aseoclatlon of

Louieiana Levee Boards regardlng the Lake Pontchartraln and Vlclnlty

l turr icane lrotect ion pro. lect and also for the 18*24 l{arch 1976 issue

of the Courler vrhl"clr I recelvecl subseqttently.

I  have notcd t l to couunents you nade in youf Letter.  In order t t rat
you may be aware of the actual remarks made at the $.ssocletl,on of

Loulslana Levee Boards Tncet lng, I  an incloslng herewlth a copy of

the text of my remarks pertalnlng to the hurrlcane protection

l r roJ  ec t .

Slncerely yours,

I l xec  0 f i '

I  I n c l
A s  s t a t e d

UAIIIJ J,  F,USII  I I I
Colonel,  Ci i
D is t , r l c t  Eng lneer

C.Y: w irrc i
r , . -

yE / tn t  inee  r  i  r tg  I )  i  v



THE SECOND

IVIE, RELATES TO

OF THE PEOPLE

QUIST I ON,

HURRI CAI'{E

THREATENED

NIIN THIS ONE DEEPLY TROUBLTS

PROTECTION AND THE COTqPLACENCY

BY HURRICANE FLOODING.

fiT6HEREINTHELAKEPONTCHARTRAINAREA,I,IEHAVEA

LARCE PROJECT THAT CAI4E ON THE HEELS OF HURRICANE BETSY-'

THE STOR|'I THAT KILLED PEOPLE AND CAUSED ALTVIOST $1OO |'IILLION

II,I FLOOD DAI,IAGES IN LOUISIANA' THE AFFECTED LEVEE BOARD}.,

ANDTHEDEPARTMENT0FPUBLIC|.I0RKSHAVEALLBEEN-ylT'*u
I^IITH THE CORPS ON THIS PROJECT SINCE CONGRESS AUTHORIZED

AND FUNDED THE I,'|ORK IN 1965I

BEEN hIORKING TOGETHER ON THIS

CONGRESS TOLD US TO LOOK AT TI'IE

FEASIBLE SOLUTION.

NO, CHECI( THATI I^IE'VE

PROTECTION SINCE 1955 I^IHEN

PROBLEYI AND COI'/IE UP bIITH A



AND, STUDY IT hIE DID, AIID I DOt' l 'T IVIEAN CASUALLY.

i,{E APPROACHED THIS PIIOBLEII l^lITH Tl.lE TCOLOGY OF LAI(T

PONTCHARTRAIN UPPERIVIOST I[I lvlIND, I,IE RE.CREATTD LAKES

PONTCI-|ARTRAIN, I'{AUREPAS, BORGNE, AND A PORTIOl\l OF

IV]ISSISSIPPI SOUND IN | ' IODEL FORfi AT THE b/ATER|IAYS

EXPERII{ENTAL STATION AND PERFORITED EXTEIISIVE STUDIES OF

VIRTUALLY EVERY POSSIBLE SITUATION.

OUR GOAL l^iAS TO Il\lSURE THAT ANY STRTJCTURAL I'iEASURES
NEEDEI] TO PRECLUI)E HURRiCAi\iI SURGES FRO[i ENTERIIiG LAI(E
PONTCHARTRAIII, 'ilOULD BE S0 DESIGtiED AS T0 flAIilTAIN TIDAL

EXCHANGE AND SALit\iITY LEVILS AT OR I{EAR PRE-PROJECT

COND ITI ONS.

BUT, NOl'.l, AFTER I{ORE THAN 10 YEARS OF CONSTRUCTIOI{--

ALL OF !'lHICH, Ii'lCIDENTALLY, PROVIDES I|'lCREASII'IGLY HiGHER
LEVELS 0F PROTECTION--';,ilE FiND THE llAJ0RiTY 0F THE PE0PLE

STRAIJGELY S ILEI{T.

PERFIAPS, THEY FEEL THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNI\1EI'IT hIILL
LOOI( OUT FOR THE|/I.-THAT THE CORPS At\lD THE LTVEI DISTRICTS
lllLL COI'ITINUE T0 PR0VIDE THE I.IETDED PR0TECTI0N hllTH0UT

THE I R |-|AV ilic TO IXPRESS THEIVISELVES .
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INDEED, THIS HAS BEEN

H0!{ |VIUCH L0NGER CAi'l lAlE G0

EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT BY

D()N'T KNOI^I Tl1E ANSI'IER T0

DON'T KNOlt{ EITHER.

TRUE tJP TILL N0l^1, BUT, FOR

FORI^IARD IdITHOUT A RTNEWED

THT PEOPLE tvlOST AFFECTED? I

THAT OUESTION, AND I'tV| SURE YOU

BUT, I DO KNOlil THAT AN EXPRISSION FROlvl THE 'SILENT

I4AJORITY" hlOULD BE I4OST I,'IELCOIVIE.

IIvlAYBESURPRISEDT0FINDTHATTHEMAJORITYDOESN,T

ll{ANT THE GOOD LEVEL OF HURRICANE PROTECTION THAT CAN BE

PROVIDED BY THIS PROJTCT--BUT, I REALLY DON'T THINK SO'


